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HELPING TO BUILD A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY




August 2, 2004 Board Meeting Minutes


1) Alyx Perry from the Southern Forests Network came to talk and brainstorm with us about her organization's goal of producing locally grown and harvested sustainable wood for construction.

Currently they are offering hardwood flooring. 

The are working with a lot with private landowners to help them manage their land and be able to harvest the wood sustainably and in an environmentally friendly way.

They are also working on finding more local producers and working on getting them certified through the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council). You can learn more about FSC at: http://www.certifiedwood.org/search-modules/compare-systems/forest-stewardship-council.asp.

Alyx believes this certification is important for LEED certification.

Dona Stankus from the NC Solar Center was at the meeting also with Jamie Haeger. Dona said that for HBH (Healthy Built Homes) 1 point was given if the wood was local and one point was given for certified wood. They also accept wood certified by a reputable 3rd party certifier .

Alyx pointed out that a lot of the local loggers work with horses to log the wood and they are just getting by. She wants to help them.

We brainstormed for ideas to sell local wood:
  - locust for decks
 - unfinished bark from Southern yellow pine and Hemlocks to be used for siding on houses
 - and wood with unmilled edges to be used for trim and decorative uses

If anyone has any other good ideas I am sure Alyx would be glad to hear them. Her email address is:  farmsandforests@mindspring.com and her website is http://www.southernsustainableforests.org.

They plan to start production of their wood products in February 2005.

Matt Seigel pointed out that there may be grants available for job loans and equipment for their projects.

The typical practice for harvesting wood is the "worst first" approach, harvesting the smallest trees first.

They will be having a training for loggers and need to develop standards for logging.


2)   Dona Stankus from HBH talked about wanting to partner more with us through various projects and combining our resources when we can.  For example we can include each other in our literature and Power Point presentations.

      Rob Moody who is a WNCGBC member is also a builder member of HBH. There are about 5 builder members throughout the state of NC.

      Dona and Jamie are meeting with MHO on Tuesday August 3 to go over the HBH guidelines and to get feedback from the builders. They are trying to figure out how to streamline the process for builders to document what they need for HBH as they are building. 

    **August 16th is the official groundbreaking ceremony for Prospect Terrace.

     HBH wants to train energy raters to be HBH certifiers.

     *October 2004 will be the first orientation to become an HBH builder in Asheville. This is a free orientation. The orientation is mandatory to becoming certified as a HBH builder.  

        HBH wants to support WNCGBC here in Asheville - will share some ideas for getting more exposure:
        they can include us in their Power Point presentation if we give them some material and we can include them in our Power Point Presentation.

3) No Treasurer Report - Maggie was absent and greatly missed! ;-)

4)  SEE Expo is coming soon - August 27 - 29th http://www.seeexpo.com

     We need members to help man the WNCGBC booth on Friday afternoon, Saturday and Sunday. Please email Boone at                            guytonandcady@bellsouth.net if you can help. This would be greatly appreciated!!

      We are also doing a green/solar home tour in conjunction with the Expo. We need a few knowledgeable people about green building       to be a tour guide in the mini vans for the tour on Saturday and Sunday afternoon. The Saturday tour is 11:00 - 4:00 pm and the Sunday tour is 12:00 to 4:00 pm. Please email Traci if you can help: tracikearns@charter.net

5)    SECCA WEEK  There will be a self-guided "affordable, contemporary green build home" tour in October. Maggie and Traci are working on that.

        On October 23 there will be an all day panel on "Green Affordable Housing" with 7 people on the panel.

        There will be 2 Lunch and Learn presentations:
         Sept 21: Building Scienc
         October 7: Energy Efficient Mortgages

         September 11 will be the opening reception with DK Ruth as the speaker who worked with Sam Mockbee the founder of the Rural Studio http://www.ruralstudio.com. The Rural Studio is about afforcable creative design using found objects. Very interesting!! Check out their website.

6)       Mary Love gave an enthusiastic and informative presentation about her progress with the fund raising possibilities.

          She attended a conference on Fund Raising. Here are a few highlights of what she learned:
          1) Western NC has the highest population density of non-profits in the USA!!! So needless to say the competion for grant money is           intense.
           2) WE NEED EXPOSURE!  Only 7 people at the conference has heard of WNCGBC.
                95%of all funding comes from individuals meaning only 5% comes from grants. 
                Donations come without strings attached while corporate donations or grants have restrictions with their donations.
           3)  EVERYONE NEEDS TO PARTICIPATE! SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT WNCGBC. Tell everyone you know about us and the work we 
are doing. Talk about green building. The time is now!!
           4)  We need to come up with a catch phrase that will be easily associated with what we do. Something that becomes very recognizeable. If anyone comes up with a great idea email Boone.
            5)  We need to create partnerships with other environmental groups. We have started working on that with RiverLink. A lot of groups want to have a "green center".  It is easier to get grants if you have a focus.
            6)   Mary asked people at the conference what they would like from WNCGBC. These are some of the things they requested:
                     * information
                     * want WNCGBC to work with the city zoning council to educate them about green buillding
                     * interested is us creating a curriculum to educate teachers to teach green building
                     * AB Tech wants to work with us
              7)   We need to think about what we can charge money for: consultation fees? training inspectors?

7)          June Engman came up with the idea of creating a Green Thought for the Day and submitting it to the local newspapers. Often they have a little space they need to fill in the paper and would be happy to have a short text to do that.
             You can email any ideas to me at gjann@charter.net

8)         Matt Seigel Hotline update:
          - getting a a lot of calls about building code issues: strawbale rules? advantages/disadvantages?

            - there is interest in a 35 acres strawbale home development in Fairview 
              they are doing a feasability study on really affordable homes; ideas like using composting toilets

            - Cherokee is in the programming phase - figuring out sq footage for classrooms etc.

            - MHO: things are more expensive than they had planned partly due to contractor markup
             - geothermal is too expensive to use there
             - there will be 4 duplexs with solar hot water
             - working on a list of green upgrades that are the most affordable
             - working on comparing contracted cost vs homeowner do-it-yourself cost

9)         Newsletter officially in flux - need someone to do the newsletter

            WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN GETTING THE NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL INSTEAD OF PAPER SNAIL MAIL?
               Please reply to: newsletter@wncgbc.org 

10)         Environmental Building News: 
                      - Do we renew?
                      - How do we get it available to more people?
                      - should we get the CD version?

11)         Education Committee still needs people to help edit the fact sheets for WNCGBC and add local information to them
               Contact Paul at 350 -1155 or paul@homeenergypartners.com

12)          August 18th next FUN Meeting at Jack of the Woods - 5:30 pm

12)          Next Board Meeting September 13th at Land of Sky Regional Council

              ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED AND ENCOURAGED TO COME. 
              LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL.
              BECOME INVOLVED  !!!

               WE NEED YOU!!

Directions to Land of Sky:  Take Leicester Hwy about 2 miles to Heritage Plaza on the right (turn at the Enmark Gas Station).
Go up the hill and bear left at the top into the parking lot. Come inside the building and turn right to the first meeting room on the right.

